THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

Mathews had another t put into her name. In the first
place, the author went over every reference to Amelia's
accident and brought them into harmony. He made it clear
that her nose was restored by "the surgeon's skill," leav-
ing nothing more than a "little scar," which did not at all
diminish her beauty. He obliterated every vestige of the
Universal Eegister Office, and so skilfully adjusted the
narrative to the alterations that no one would ever suspect
that the institution had been mentioned in a previous edi-
tion. Bather strangely, however, he left "Ranelagh,"
though he might have removed the anachronism by merely
substituting "the Haymarket," where Heidegger's mas-
querades were in full blast when Booth and Amelia arrived
in London. The probable explanation of Fielding's course
here is that he wished to impress on young men and women
the evils of masquerades. This he could not do so well in
a strict historical background breaking the continuity of
the past with the present. Heidegger was dead and the
fashionable amusement had passed to Kanelagh, with which
place it had become most closely associated by everybody
except here and there a critic endowed with a memory of
unusual excellence. Likewise the prison scenes which
Counsellor Town denounced, were allowed to stand. Nor
was any essential change made in the conduct of Dr. Harri-
son, for Fielding believed it to be perfectly natural. As
before, Booth was once arrested at the Doctor's suit through
a misunderstanding. On the other hand, Fielding conceded
a slip in arming "Mons. L'Abbe Bagillard" with a sword.
But instead of depriving the French gentleman of his
weapon of defence, as would have been Counsellor Town's
advice, he deprived him of his ecclesiastical title. "Mons.
Bagillard," without disturbing anyone's sense of propriety,
might now draw his sword when Major Bath gave him a
box on the ear. It may be observed that the alteration was
quite unnecessary, for the abbe galant of the eighteenth
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